regarding medical inspection of the schools. The book is designed to assist in the effectual execution of the act of 190G, which requires the school committees of every city and town to cause every child in the public schools to be separately and carefully tested and examined at least once in every school year. The June, 1905, and June, 1906. The tables present by districts and also by grades the total number of children enrolled, the number exempted, the number passed on examination, the total number promoted, the average number of months in a grade, the number of children who spent twenty months or more in a grade, and the number of children who spent thirty months or more in a grade.
These tables bring to light the grave fact that more than one-fourth of all the pupils failed of promotion each year; also that the largest percentage of promotion failures occur in the four lowest grades. Dr. Cornman attributes the failure to the conditions existing in these grades,? overcrowding, half-time, inexperienced teachers, and lack of supervision. He does not mention the possibility that the greater success of the higher grades may be partially due to the fact that many children in the lower grades never reach them: these children either drop out of school or remain in the elementary grades.
As regards the number of retarded children in the schools, the tables show that from 9 to 10 per cent of the pupils spend twenty months or more in one grade; while from .5 to . 
